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God s gracious Deſgn in infliling : 
| National "IO 


SERMON 


PREACHD before the 


| UNIVERSITY 
OA VOR 


At S. MAR LVS 


On Friday, Dec. 16 1720. 


Being the Day appointed by His Majes Ty for a Ge- 
neral FasT and HUMILIATION for obtaining 
Pardon of Our Sins, and averting God's Zudgments ; 
and particularly for beſeeching G op to preſerve Us 
from the PraGve with which ſeveral other, Coun- 
tries are at this on Viſited. 


on 
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By Tons NEwWLIN M. A. 
Fellow of St Mary Magdalene College Oxon. 


Pabliſh' d at the Requeſt of Mr Vice Chancellor. | 


OXFORD, 


Printed at the TuzaTRE, for Stephen Fletcher Book- | 
ſeller; and are to be Sold b y. Anapton, W. Meadows, 
and . Movpbew Bookſellers in Lonaon. 1721. | 
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TO HIS GRACE 


JAMES 
Duk E of CHAN DOS, 


Marquis and EARIL 
o F 


CARNARTMDF ON, 


AND 


BARON CHANDOS. 
OF ' 


SUDELY. 


May it Pleaſe Your Grace 


0 Pardon the Preſumption of this Addreſs, 
and Permit the following Diſcourſe to paſi 
| into the World under Your Protection. 
The Melancholy Subjebt of it, may (I 
hope) be an Advocate for it, and incline You to grant 
that Favour which I bad not the Confidence to Ak. 
The Calamitous State of a Neighbouring Coun- 
try has ſtirr d up an untverſal Fear of the Approach- 
ing Danger; and the Miſery that i round about us, 
has engag d our Tendereſt compaſſion. : 
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It was thu that recommended this Diſcourſe to 
Thoſe that heard it; and their Charity towards the 
Diſtreſs d, inclin d them to cover the multitude of its 

Faults, and entertain too kind an opinion of thu im- 
perfelt Repreſentation of their Diſtreſs. © 

I cannot mention that equally Canaid and Learn- | 

ed Audience, without remembring that the Foy and | 
Crown of the Vniverſty, and the riſing Ornament 
and Support of Church and State, the Marquy of 
CARNARVON was preſent, who indeed was con- 
ſtantly a part of That Audience. 

This bas encourag d me to believe that Your 
Grace will alſo receive it with Favour, ſince Your 
| Character u adorn d with Charity, and You eſteem 
0 FH - Greateſt Glory to ſhew Compaſſion to the Af- 
it ed. 

N | May Your Grace long continue to imitate That | 
truly Great Prince, who was ſtil d the Delight of 
Mankind; and to tread in the ſteps of One Infinite- 
ly Greater, who went about doing Good. 


Theſe are the Sincere and Earneſt 
W Prayers Fw 
of Your Grace 
Moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 


Thomas Newlin, 


PSALMLXXVIII. 50. 


He made a way to his Anger, He 
ſpar'd not their Soul from Death: 
1 gave their Life over to the Pe- 
ſtulence. 


HEN the 
are in the Earth, the Inhabi- 
tante of the World will learn 
Ag Righteouſneſs, And the pre- 
SS lent Seaſon is certainly a 
proper Time for us to ap-' 
n ply our ſelves to this ne- 

ceſſary Study, yea the Time is come when we 
ſhould break off our Sins by Repentance, and 
haſten to turn away the Wrath of the Al- 
mighty. For the Calamities of a Neighbouring 
Country call upon us to conſider our Sin and 


Danger, and bid us awake out of our Secu- 


rity, while the Deſtroying Angel as yet with- 
holds his hand and ſuſpends the Execution of 
Vethgeance. 


B The 


of God Ila. 26. g, 


[it P fal. 78. 
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The Divine Mercy has long waited for our 
Amendment, and endeavour d to draw us with 
the cords of Love. But the abuſe of its Patience 
will aggravate our Guilt and Miſery, and make 
our Plagues wonderful when it can no longer bear 
with our Ingratitude. CR 

We may behold the method of God's Pro- 
ceeding, in his dealings towards the Zgyptians. 


He at firſt intreated Pharaoh to let hu People go: 
But when the unmerciful King refus d to releaſe 


them, he inflicted a variety of Puniſhments 
upon the Land, infeſting even the Court it 


ſelf with Frogs and Lice, giving the Increaſe of | 


their Fields to the Caterpillar, and their Labour 


unto the Locuſt, deftroying their Flocks with | 


Hail, and their Herds with Thunder. 


But He was more Tender of the Life of | 


Men, till He had us d all the means of Perſwa- 
fion in vain; and Pharaoh return d to his for- 
mer Hardneſs, though he ſeem d for a Time to 
be melted into a compliance. Then He was 
conſtrain d to execute his ſtrange work, and give 
his Indignation full ſcope to exert it ſelt. 
His Goodneſs pleaded for them, and ſtood 
in the way to check and abate his Anger, while 
it yet had hopes of working upon them: but at 
laſt he ſuffer d his whole Diſpleaſure to ariſe, and 
remov d every let and hindrance, that the Mini- 
ſters of his Wrath might go forth as a Gyant to 
run their Courſe, og 

| The chief of all their Strength were blaſted im- 
mediately by the Peſtilence, and faded away 
ſuddenly like the Graſs, at the Breath of his In- 
N dignation. 
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dignation, The Palace and the Dungeon were 
equally expos d to the ſpreading Calamity, and 
the King of Terrors diftinguiſhd not between 
the Prince and the Captive. The Firſt-born of the 
People were offer d as Firſt-fruits to the Grave; 
and Pharaoh and all the Egyptians were diſturb d 


by an univerſal cry at Midnigbt, becauſe the 


Arrow that flieth in darkneſs devour d their 
Offspring with ſwift Deſtruction, and there was Exod. 12: 


not an Houſe where there was not one a 
This dreadful Diſpenſation ſo nearly reſem- 
bles the Occaſion of our appearing before God 
this Day; that I cannot but hope for your fix d 
and ſerious Attention, while 7000 


Firſt 1 obſerve that God is fore d to make a 
way to his Anger, when He puniſhes a Peo- 
ple in this ſurprizing manner, 

Secondly, Whilſt I conſider the wretched con- 
dition of a Nation viſited with the Pe- 
ſtilence. n Shs 414. 


Thirdly, While 1 ſhew the End and Deſign | | 
bor which it is inflicted Ane 
| Lefty Whilſt I endeavour to convince yaw 

[9 


he neceflity of anſivering this End and 
Deſign. And 8 ee 


Firſt, 1 obſerve that God is forc'd to make 
2 way to his Anger, when he Puniſhes a People 
in this ſurprizing manner, ; 
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excites him to be kind to the Miſerable, and 
is an effectual Advocate for the Sons of Men. 
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It is the Diſtinguiſhing Glory of Man that 
he bears the Image of his Maker; and he 
does not in any reſpect more plainly reſemble | 
him than in Charity and Compaſſion. And as 

this is its own Motive and ſtirs up it ſelf to re- 
lieve the Poor and Needy; and the Bowels of 
Mankind are pain d and troubled, unleſs they 
afford them Relief; ſo the Goodneſs of God 


Me need no other Interceſſor: tb Abrabam 
be ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not, | 
yet God himſelt will plead for us, and either 
obtain from Himſelf the Bleſſings that we de- 
fire, or prevent the Dangers that we fear. | 
And even when our Sins provoke him to 
ſnew his Diſpleaſure, his Mercy ſtands in the gap, | 
and reſtrains his Vengeance from executing it 
ſelf upon us; It importunately begs for a lit- | 
tle more patience and forbearance; and when 
he is going to ſtrike, prevails with him to put 
it off from day to day. 

All the Divine Perfections are Infinite, and | 
therefore cannot properly reſtrain each other; | 
neither is there any occaſion for it, becauſe 
they act in perfect Harmony and Agreement, 


Palm 85. and in all God's dealings, Mercy and Truth meet a 
together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other. Ic 


But yet ſuch is the condeſcenſion and Good- p 
neſs of God, that He is pleas d to repreſent his p 
Juſtice and Indignation, as under a ſtate of con- 
finement, limitted and held in by his milder 
Attributes, and hardly ſuffer d to appear, — 

a 
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t |} abſolate Neceſſity compel them to draw their 

e Sword. 

e Nay he ſeems to offer violence to himſelf, 

S when he proceeds to puniſh his Creatures, and 


- yields to it with Regret, as to his laſt Remedy, 
f 3 which He uſes only when their caſe is deſpe- 


y rate, and no other means will prevail. 
d When he vouchſaf d to converſe with Abra- 
d Y ham, and communicate his Intention of de- 


ſtroying the City that had flld up the meaſure 
m | Iniquity, he gave his Faithful Servant the 
t, 3 largeſt Opportunity of Interceding for it, and 
2x 7} Infinitely exceeded the Patience of the meekeſt 
- of Men, waiting till there was no room for 
Interceſſion, and Abraham could intreat no 
o % more. | 
Pp, = If there had been Fifty Righteous within the Gen. 18. 
it (| City; If there had been Forty and Five; If there 
t- { /had been Forty; If there had been Thirty; If 
n there had been Twenty; If there had been Ten 
ut Righteous found there; He would not have de- 
ſtroy d it for Tens ſake, but would have re- 
1d joy d that Duſt and Aſhes had preſum d to 
r; |} ſpeak to him, and had ſav d the City from De- 
ſe ſtruction. 
t, What Man is he that has an Arm like God, 
et and can Thunder with a Voice like him? yet ſo 
low does he ſtoop to his Creatures, that he 
d- permits Facob to wreſtle with him, and alſo to 
lis prevail. E 
And when the Children of 1ſrael wor ſbipb d pſal. 106. 
the Calf that they had made, and turn d their 97 ** 
Glory into the ſimilitude of an Ox that eateth Hay ; 
af He 


'r 
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He ſuffer d Moſes to reſiſt the fierceneſs of his 


114i God, he even beſought him to give way to 
Brod. 32. him, and ſaid, Let me alone, that my Wrath may 
war hot againſt them, and that I may conſume them. 
i We cannot wonder that he ſhould ſet bounds 
to the People round about, that they might not break 
through and periſh at the fight of his Preſence'on 
the holy Mountazn. 9 c 
But we cannot ſufficiently wonder at his 


Goodneſs for reſtraining his Anger, and ſetting 


conſume his People. . 

The Incenſe offer d by Aaron is ſo effectual 
with him, that ſtands as a partition Wall be- 
zween the Living and the Dead, and the violence of 
0 z Plague u ft d. | 
1 | 7 Chron. And even before David is inclin d to raiſe an 
5. Altar to his God, the Deſtroying Angel is re- 

4 ſtrain d; and the God of Mercy and Compaſſion 
ſays it enough, ſtay now thy hand. 
But Miſerable are the People that force him 
to make. a way to his Anger, and ſhew forth all 
his Diſpleaſure. The Peſtilence goes before Him, 
1 and he compaſſes them about with an Hoſt of 
| 1th Diſeaſes; Which brings me | 


' 'Seconaly, To confider the wretched condition 
I of a Nation viſited with the Peſtilence. 
4 But it is difficult to conſider it, ſince the Di- 
vine Compaſſion can hardly bear to inflict it, 
and is conſtrain d to turn away it ſelf before it 
is inflicted, "|." ey. 
= It 


. 
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Anger; and as if Man had been too ſtrong for 


bounds to it, that it may not break forth and g 
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It is a melancholly part of the Paftors Office, - 
to viſit thoſe unhappy People, that groan un- 
der this Calamity: and it is an ungrateful work 
to attempt to repreſent it. Happy are we that 
we can only form uncertain conjectures con- 
cerning it, and draw but faint ſhadows of it. 
Happy are we, that I am no more able to make, 


than you are to bear a perfect Deſcription of 
this dreadful ſtate: it is more than enough to 
hear the diftant Reports and Ecchoes of a 


wretched Peoples Groans. 

When Xerxes had gather d an Army that co- 
ver d the face of the Earth, he look d back on 
the multitude of Nations that march'd under 
his Banners; and he wept, his Eye ran down with 


water, becauſe he confider'd with himſelf, that 


within the ſpace of an hundred Years, this vaſt 
Army would fall a Prey to the King of Ter- 
rors, and not ſo much as one Man would re- 
main to give Teſtimony to his Conqueſts. 
And have not we more reaſon to weep? 
ſhould we not wiſh that our Head were Waters, 


and our Eyes a fountain of Tears, that we might 
| 3 rwoeep day and night, for the many Thouſands 


that have been ſwept away from one City only, 
within the compaſs of a few fleeting Months, 
by the no:ſom Peſtilence? 


How doth the City fit ſolitary that was full of Lam. 1-1. 


People! How is ſhe become a Widow ſhe that was 
great among the Nations, and Princeſs among the 
Provinces 


Her Merchants were Princes, her Traffckers the Iſa. 23. 8. 


Honourable of the Earth. But now ſhe is De- 
ſolate. As 
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1 Ecclus 38. medies. The Skill of the Phyſician us d to lift up 
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As ſoon as the Almighty 
to go out againſt her, 
all the Nations, and an Aſtoniſnment to every 
People. None came to her ſolemn Feaſts; Her 
Temples were ſhut up; Her Trade languiſh'd; 
and Her Merchandiſe was ſnunn d and abhorr d. 

From the time that the Peſtilence went forth, 
it continually ſeiz d a multitude of her Inhabi- 


permitted his Fury 


tants: Morning by Morning it paſs d over, by Day 


and by Night it deſtroy d; and it was vexation, 
only to hear the Report of her Deſtruction. 

No diſtinction of Age, no ſtrength of Life 
availd; but the flower of Youth faded away, 
at the blaſt of the Diſeaſe, and loft in an In- 
ſtant its Bloom and Beauty. And They that 
were yeſterday untainted, and enjoy d the Per- 
fection of Health, are cover d to day with pu- 
trifying Sores, and turn d into a mals of Cor- 
ruption. 


The young Children drew in Poyſon from 


their Mothers Breaſts, and died while they were 
yet hanging upon them : or (which 1s yet more 


afflicting) the Parents were ſnatch d away while 


they were giving ſuck. 

The Streets were full of Death, and the In- 
fection ſeiz d the People, while they paſs d 
through, and would not ſuffer them to fly to 
their Beds for Reſt, or their Couch to eaſe their Com- 


plaiut. 


In vain is there Balm in Gilead: In vain are 
there Phyſicians chere, for the Peſtilerice baffles 
all their Arts, and triumphs over all their Re- 


- bus 
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e became the Dread of 


The Univerſity of Oxford.” 


bis head; and in the foht of great Men, he was 


wont to be in Admiration: for his Knowledge came 
from the Moſt High, and by his Hands did the 
Lord heal Men, and take away their Pains, 


But now his Medicines were uſeleſs; and he 


himſelf fell into the jaws of Death, while he 
endeavour d to reſcue the Miſerable. 

The dying Perſons had ſcarcely Time to 
beg for Mercy, or receive the charitable Aſ- 
fiſtance of the Miniſters of God. 

And thoſe Faithful Miniſters that diſcharg'd 
the neceſſary Office, were daily deyour'd by the 
Plague, and periſh'd gloriouſly in the per- 
formance of their Duty. And that great Ex- 
ample of undaunted Piety and Courage, Their 
Biſhop, ſtood almoſt alone Miniſtring to his 


| Flock, while.s Thouſand fell beſide him, and Ten 


Thouſand at hu Right Hand, And he was not 
afraid to ftand even in the midſt of Death, 
and hold faſt his Affection to his People, in 
That Dreadful Day of their Calamity, when 
the common Offices of Humanity ceas d, 
even the Ties of Friendſhip were Diſſolv ! d. 
The Provident Fathers could no longer take 
care of their Families; The Tender Mothers 
could watch no more over their Children; The 
Faithful Friends were unable to cleave to the 
Objects of their Affection, or help them in 
the Time of Need; but fled to the greateſt di- 
ſtance from them, and avoided the loathſom 
Spectacle of the ſpreading Diſeaſe. 
They could not attend in the laſt Hour, to 
wipe off the Sweats of their Languiſhing Bo- 
2 C dies, 
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dies, or receive their dying Breath, leſt That 
Breath ſhould be the Peſtilence. 

And not only the Offices of Friendſhip were 


Deftroy'd, but all Relations were frequently 
Taken away, and one undiſtinguiſhing ſtroke, 


cut off the Servants, the Children, the Parents, / 


the Brother, and the Friend. 

The common Danger ſuperſeded every pri- 
vate Concern; and it ſeemd to be more than 
enough for every one to guard himſelf. 

De Chambers of the Grave were not large 


enough to receive the number of its Guetts, g 
and the Land of Darkneſs could not contain che - 


daily increaſing Mulritude. 


Thoſe that died of grievous Deaths had none 6 
Lament them, none to Bury them. They are as |}, 


Dung upon the face of the Earth, and their Cair- 


caſes are Meat for the Fowls of Heaven, and for 
the Beaſts of the Earth. The City is made an | 


, en Sepulchre; and their Bodies are ſcatter d at 
e Graves mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth 


Wind upon the Earth. And the heaps of Dead 


that lie in the Streets, ſeem to ſay to the Paſ- 
ſengers (if there are ſtill any Paſſengers) Is it 


nothing to you, all ye that paſs by, that we can- 


not hide our Corruption in the Earth, or find 
a place in the Grave? ü 

Nor does the Sword of vengeance ſtop in 
the City : its Commiſſion reaches farther; and 
the Plague ſpreads its baleful Influence, not- 
withſtanding the ſtricteſt caution, and the moſt 
watchful endeayours to preyent it. 


For 


— —— 
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For when God in his Anger commands it to 
extend it ſelf, it fl:zes upon the wings of the Wind, 
and the Winds and Storms fulfil the word of God, 
The poyſon'd Air communicates the Infection, 

and every Vapour becomes an Arrow of Death. 

Whereſoever the Waters flow, they carry 
Vengeance along with them, and pour forth 
Miſery on every fide. 

The Ships that approach'd to That unhappy 
Port, which was the Center of This Calamity, 
are forbidden to come znto the Havens where they 
would be; and the wretched Mariners are dri- 
ven from every Land. 

And when the Plague rages amongſt them, 
and the Famine alſo diſtreſſes them, They can- 


not obtain the neceſſary ſupplies of Food or 


Phyſick, for every Shore becomes an inhoſ- 
pitable Shore, and every Country is fore d to 
be unnatural in its own Defence. | 

And even when the Storms and Tempeſts 
have driven them towards the Land, and Ship- 
wreck has depriv'd them of an Habitation upon 
the Waters, they have been treated with mer- 


cileſs Cruelty, as if they were the worſt of 


Enemies, and denied the benefit of a miſerable 
Life, becauſe they were abhorr'd as the Mini- 
ſters of Death, 

But I fear I have treſpaſs d upon your Hu- 
manity, and may be charg d with violating the 
Tenderneſs of Nature, unleſs 1 draw a Veil 
over this melancholly Scene. 1 ſhall therefore 
ſhew, | 


Thiraly, 
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Thirdly, The End and Deſign for which the 
Peſtilence is inflicted. 

As to the People that have ſuffer d this ter- 
rible Puniſhment, we may charitably preſume, 
that it has wrought: ite perfect Work upon them, 
and brought forth Fruits meet for Repentance. 

Let not any Difference of Religion tempt 
us to fit in Judgment, or paſs our Cenſures upon 
them. They that died of the Plague have (l am 
perſwaded) made a juſt uſe of the ſhort oppor- 
tunity that was vouchſaf d to them, and im- 
provd the Day of their Calamity into @ Day 


of Salvation. | 
Their Souls are waſh'd in the Blood of That | 


Immaculate Lamb that was ſlain to take away | 


the Sins of the World. And whatſoever De- 
filements they might have contracted in the 
midſt of this miſerable and naughty World, 
are purg d and done away, and they are pre- 
ſented pure and without ſpot before God. + 


1 Cor. 15. And even their Bodies that were ſown in Cor- 
+ #3: ruption, will be rats d in Incorruption, that were 


ſomn in Diſhonour, will be rait d in Glory, that 
were ſown in Weakneſs, will be rais d in Power, 

And the Remnant that is left, thoſe few that 
ſurvive theſe ſpectacles of Mortality, do (I 
hope) fee how frail and uncertain their own 
Condition is, and ſo number their Days, that they 
ſeriouſly apply their Hearts to the Holy and Hea- 
venly Wiſdom. 

And we ought to make it our daily Prayer, 
that they may be entirely cleans d from the 
Corruption of the Plague, and (which is a 

5 greater 
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greater Bleſſing) may caſt off the Corruptions 
of an Erroneous Religion, and enjoy the Light 
of the Goſpel in its Clearneſs and Purity. 


But whatſoever was the End and Deſign of 


their Affliction with reſp̃ect to themſelves; we 
ought more deeply to conſider it as it relates to 
us. Inſtead of ſuppoſing that the ſuffering People 
were Sinners above all other People 


There.1s always Mercy in the miaſt of Judgment, 
Mercy even to Thoſe upon whom it immediate- 
ly falls; and more eſpecially to Thoſe that be- 


hold their Neighbours Calamity, without Par- 


taking of it. 
When the Almighty has ſpoken to us from 
time to time with hz ſmall Voice, and we turn 


away our Ears with ſcorn and contempt; He 


is conſtrain d to ſpeak with the louder Voice of 
his ſudgments; and the God of Goodneſs is 


compell d to ſhe him alſo a God of Power. 


It grieves him to yield to this conſtraint, 
and even then his Compaſſion hopes to find 
Objects meet for it ſelf, and to awaken a care- 


| leſs preſumptuous World into a ſenſe of their 


Danger and Duty. 

The Profane Scoffers may impiouſly imagin 
that zhe Lord hath not ſent his Miniſters, and may 
ridicule their Office, as a crafty Invention: But 
they cannot preſume to Invade that Office 
when they ſee the Fire coming out from the Lord, 
to conſume the Men that durſt offer Incenſe with- 
out a Divine Commiſſion, 

if 


T7 


, we ſhould Luke 13. 
conclude, as our Saviour has taught us, that ex -· 
5 cept we Repent, we ſhall all likewiſe Perth. 
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Numbers 
16. 


Heb. 10. P 


31. 


Pſalm 19. 
I. 


If Korah, Dathan, and Abiram die the common 
Death of all Men, they may paſs unregarded as 


the Beaſts that periſh: But if th) Lord make a new {| 


thing, and the Earth open her Mouth, and ſwallow 
them up, with all that dppertain to them, and they 
go aown quick into the Pit; then ſurely the Im- 
penitent will confeſs, that it is dangerous to 
rovoke the Lord, and a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the Living God. 

While the Sun ſhines upon the Evil and the Good, 
the Evil will abuſe the Mercy of Providence, 
and turn its Fayour into an Objection againſt 
It. 


in vain does the Sun, that marvellous Inſtrument 


of the Moſt "High, declare the Glory of God: in 


vain does the Firmament ſbem his handy work. 


The Moon that increaſes wonderfully in her chang- | 


ing, and decreaſes in her Perfection, gives ber name 


zo the Month, and performs her circuit within 
the compaſs of it: But Days and Weeks and 
Months paſs away, and few there are that con- 


ſider by whom the Moon was created, or who ' 


it was that appointed it to govern the Night. 


Ys - Ecclus43, The Stars ſtand in their Order, and never faint 
10 in their watches; but Men forget the God of 


that glorious Order, and care not to think for 
whom they watch, 

The Rains deſcend to water the Earth, and 
the Dew refreſhes the tender Plants, the hoar 
Froſt of Heaven is ſcatter d like Aſhes, and the 
face of the Deep is frozen : But no one remem- 

| bers 


When Wickedneſs has ſtrengthned it ſelf, | 
and is fencd round with its own Confidence, | 
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bers the Father of the Rain, or him that begot the 
drops of Dew, out of whoſe womb came the Ice, or 
who hath genared the Froſt of Heaven. 


Since therefore the common Benefits of Life 


make no impreſſion upon us, and we regard 
not thoſe Mercies that are new every Morning ; 
the infinite Wiſdom of God is pleas d to afflict 


us, and uſe the more powerful expedient of his 
K Judgments to bring us back to himſelf. But 


alaſs! even theſe fail to awaken us, unleſs they 
are wrought in a Terrible manner, and bear 
the undeniable Tokens of Divine Vengeance. 

Every Day brings a variety of Evils along 
with it, and the Scene of Life is full of Cala- 
mities: But whilſt they are common to every 


Age and Country, and no more than the ordi- 


nary effects of our Fall, we conſider not the 
Hand that ſtrikes us, and are not touch d with 
any apprehenſion of Danger. | 


The treacherous uncertainty of Life, and the 
filent approaches of Death, do not leſſen our 


Confidence, or incline us to watch for the Hour 
of our Change. | | che 
When neither the Peſtilence nor the Sword 
conſumes the Nations, innumerable Multitudes 
are ſtill cut off, by uſual Diſeaſes: But Thou- 
ſands paſs away without affecting us, and we 
are neither concern d for them, nor for our 
GM 1 Hel. 
Unleſs the Almighty break forth in his Diſ- 
pleaſure, and ſhew his Avenging Hand, we 
ſleep ſecurely in our Sins, and forget that we 
are liable to Puniſhment, e 
An 
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And ſuch is the growing Confidence of Men, 
that they deny the Providence of God, becauſe 
He does not immediately deſtroy them; and 
11 ridicule his Power till he is Terrible in his Do- 
wy ings towards them. And they are not afraid to 
| Ifa. 5. 19. ſay, Let him make ſpeed, and haſten bis Work that 

4 we may ſee it; and Let the Counſel of the Holy One 
of Iſrael draw nigh and come, that we may know it. 4 

But we then begin to think of Judgment, 
when the Fudge ſtandeth at the Door. And when 
the 'Sword of his Anger goes thro the World, 
we at laſt conclude, that ſurely the Lord is in this 
Place, and we knew it not. (1 

We can no longer be unmindful of our Dan- 
ger, when the Peſtilence haſtens towards us, and 
every Blaſt of wind threatens to bring the in- 
fection upon us, and ſpread the Conqueſts of 
Death. D Df Ain 

Great fear muſt neceſſarily come upon all, when 
Ananias fell domn and gave up the Ghoſt, at hear- 
ing the Reproof of the Apoſtle; and Three 
Hours had ſcarcely paſt, when Sappbira his Wife 
was purſued by as {wift a Vengeance, and the 
feet of them that carried ber Huzrband to his Grave 


ſtood ready to carry her forth, -. 


And as great a fear ſhould certainly come 
upon us, when Thouſands of Families have 
been ſnatch'd away by as ſudden Deſtruction; 

and the Widows and Orphans have follow d 
their Departed Husbands and Parents to the 
Grave, before they could make Lamentation for 


% 
>» 
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The End and Deſign of theſe Judgments is 
ſo open to your view; and your immediate 
Danger is ſo forcible an Argument, that (I am 
perſwaded) I need not long detain you, by en- 
deayouring 


- Laſtly, To convince'you of the neceſſity of 

anſwering this End and Deſign. | 
He that ruleth the raging of the Sea, hath made 

the Waters our Bounds till Day and Night 

come to an end, and guarded us with them, as 

with a Wall on every fide. And as he has ſe- 0 
cur d us from other Enemies, ſo he has ſcreen d 
us from the Peſtilence, and not permitted it to 
invade us, though the King of Terrors is en- 
camp d round about us. 

But if we abuſe this diſtinguiſhing Mercy, 1 

and do not anſwer his gracious Deſigns, He | 
may turn the — of our Country into 
the means of our Deſtruction; and the chan- 
nels by which our Riches are convey d, may 
conyey the Plague to our Houſes, and bring it 
at once upon every part of theſe Iſlands. Our 
Merchants may import Diſeaſes with their 
Wealth, and the Contagion may mingle it ſelf 
with all our Stores. 
Our Danger is already ſo great, that we are 
juſtly afraid to receive them, and cannot but 
ſuſpect that they are tainted with the Fatal 
Pollation. 

And though we are ſtill preſerv d from it, Let 
us not grow Preſumptuous upon the continu- 
ance of this Mercy, or cheriſh a vain _— 

| | * 
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of our ſelves; for we have reaſon to fear that 

God is angry with us, even becauſe he forbears 

to. ſtrike us. It is too probable that He is wea- 

ried with puniſhing us, and has given us up to 

our Sins. Why ſhould we be ſtricken any more? we 
all revolt more and more. 

If we look into our ſtlves, we ſhall find fuf- 
ficient occaſion for theſe fears; for our care- 
leſſneſs and Rupidity are dangerous tokens our 
diſeaſe ſeems to be deſperate; or rather we 
ſeem to be dead in Sin. 

The Lamp of God is almoſt gone out, and 
the Fire upon the Altar is almoſt extinguiſh'd; 
even the 2 of Religion declines apace, 
and the bare formality of it hardly ſubſiſts; 
and thoſe excellent Prayers that were compos d 
by Confeſſors, and ſeal d with the Blood of 
Martyrs, are repeated in a lifeleſs manner, and 
hardly ſo much regarded as a Tale that is told. 

Nor is oO the want of Religion chargeable 
upon us, but the-moſt.inſolent Profaneneſs; 1. 
PoyJanous Arrows fly abroad, and the Man is ac- 
counted Happy, in the judgment. of fome, that 

8 has his Quiver full of them. We: 

UF ralm7. | But if we will not turn, God wil whet bis Sword: 
| 13,14. he hath bent hi Bow, and made it ready. He hath: 

prepared for us the inſtruments. of Death, and 1 

dain d bis Arrows againſt his Enemie t. 

Let us no longer perſiſt in our Enmity, left 

1 He ſhould ſummon us to appear before him, 

Amos 4. and ſurprize us with * n e Pre- 

Wo” pare to meet * Go: | 


Let 


; 
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Let us embrace the opportunity, if we have 
yet an opportunity of Repentance ; and let us 
fly. to the Throne of Grace, and ſeek for Mercy 
while it may be found. 

Let us eſteem every moment * our Time, as 
a Pearl of an exceeding great price, and witely im- 
prove 1t anto a happy Etermty. 

Let us not murmur or repine at any leſſer 
Evil, while we are preſerv d from the great Ca- 
# lamity. Whatſoever grievance we are tempted 
to complain of, Let us remember that we abun- 
| dantly deſerve it; and it is of the Lord's Mercies 
that he ſpares our Soul from Death, and nee 
given aur Life over to the Peſtilence. 

Let not the ſeeming loſs of our imaginury 
Wealth, diſturb the — of our Minds; and 
Let us not fret againſt God for depriving 
our deceitful Vikon of Riches. The increaſe of 
our outward State, was like a fudden ſwelling 
in the Natural Body; and when it 1 to 


ruption. 

We flatter d our ſelves in our Temporal, as 
well as our Spiritual Condition, and ſaid, ws 
are Rich, and imcreas d with Goods, and have need 
of nothing : Whereas in both Conditions, we were 
wretched and miſerable, and poor and naked. 

But had thoſe admir'd Riches, in the purſuit 
of which, all orders and degrees of Men, and 
even all Parties were united; had they been as 
ſolid and ſubſtantial, as we vainly thought them; 
had our Poſſeſſions been as great 
and Avarice could deſire: yet what would they 
D 2 . have 


7 


us of 


abate, it appear d to be nothing elſe but Cor- 


as Ambition 


2; 
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have avail'd, if there had been a cry at Miadmgþt, 
Behold the Deftroying Angel is come? what 
would all our Stores have profited us, if our | 
- Souls had then been requir d of us? 
Let this conſideration filence all our Com- 
plaints; and Let us value it as an infinitely 
greater Bleſſing than all the Treaſures of the 
World, that we are yet permitted to aſſemble 
in the Holy Place, and ftand in the Preſence 
of God. 
Let us therefore offer to his Fatherly Good- 
neſs, our Selves, our Souls, and Bodies, to be 
a Living Sacrifice to Him; and always Praiſe 
and Magnify his Mercies in the midſt of his 
Church, AT AF Chriſt our Lord. 


Te whem mith die Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perfons and One God, he aſcrib d (as is 
moſt due) all Glory ant! Majeſty, Dominion * 
. Power bat Now and Ever. Amen. | 
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uſt Publiſh's, 40 0 at the 3 FOR ** 
Mr Fenton s DF? before the Univerſity concerning 
Seating as the Oracles of God. 


. Commercium ad Mare Auſtrale. Poem his temporibus a acy 
commodatum. Price Six Pence. . 


